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Pr oject at a Glance  

 

ÒWhile HIV/AIDS devastated the hemoph ilia community it is the result and not the 
story; the real story is three decades of hepatitis contamination of our nationÕs 
blood supplyÓ  

Ð Corey Dubin,  
President,                                                                                                                 

Committee of Ten Thousand,                                                                                          
Before a Congressional                                                                                                  

Oversight Committee. 
 

 

The Committee of Ten Thousand (COTT), a 501c3 non-profit company and North Sea Films, Inc. 

have recently agreed to produce the documentary, American Blood  (working title).  The film is an 

exhaustive investigation of the greatest medical failure of modern times: the preventable 

contamination of the American blood supply with the hepatitis C virus (HCV) and HIV/AIDS, the 

subsequent exporting of contaminated blood products, and the resulting ruin that continues to 

ripple across the globe. 

In the fall of 1968, a young American hemophiliac takes part in the first clinical trial of factor VIII 

concentrate, the miracle blood product that would revolutionize the treatment of hemophilia. 

Hemophiliacs everywhere enjoyed the benefits of the factor as their hopes for a more active and 

healthy life were realized.  However, these hopes turned to nightmares in the early 1980s when 

50 percent of the American hemophilia community was infected with HIV/AIDS and HCV … with 

no one, to this day, held responsible. 

Years later … Japanese ministers of health apologize to their nation, in England a public inquiry 

is held to investigate the contamination of their blood supply, while French ministers of health are 

imprisoned for their part in allowing contaminated American source plasma products, banned in 

the U.S., to be sold on their soil ...  

While the world continues to reel with questions left unanswered, that first trial subject, Corey 

Dubin, stands with the remaining few of a community of 10,000 Americans who were infected … 

seeking justice for the victims of an epidemic that many agree was preventable and continues to 

be ignored.  The devastation and decimation thrust onto this community is the tragic result of 

three-decades of contamination of the American blood supply and the joint-failures to address 

this by the American Red Cross, National Hemophilia Society, the Association of American Blood 

Banks, the Food and Drug Administration,  
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the Center for Disease Control, the pharmaceutical manufacturers of blood products, the Federal 

Government and the medical community. 

American Blood  reveals the tragic history of these twin blood borne epidemics as well as its 

current and ongoing ramifications as blood continues to flow from donor to receiver.  This 

documentary not only seeks to educate but also aims to safeguard against the sort of greed, 

inaction and arrogance that served as the death knell for so many individuals and families around 

the world.  

 

Some Key Interviews  

As a proof of concept, below are only a few of the key interviews earmarked in the broader 

creative package. 

 

1. Dr. Don Francis  - Official of the Hepatitis Section of the CDC during the first half of the 1980s; 

consistently warned that the Country was facing a blood borne epidemic that would devastate 

communities dependent on the blood supply for their health and wellness. 

2. Paul McCurdy  – Former member of the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute, National 

Institutes of Health.  One of the oldest surviving NHLB doctors who was present at many of the 

early discussions at the federal government.  He is also one of the only links between the 

different sectors of the American blood system. 

3. Corey S. Dubin  - President of the Committee of Ten Thousand, a grass roots organization 

representing those in the hemophilia, community infected with HIV and/or HCV, devastated by 

tainted factor concentrates.  COTT penned the initial drafts of what became the Ricky Ray 

Hemophilia Relief Fund Act.  Also, he was the first human infused with factor VIII concentrates in 

1968-1969.  Dubin was also the first grass-roots end user appointed to the FDA Blood Products 

Advisory Committee the main FDA advisory committee tasked to manage the nation’s blood 

supply. 

4. James Kreppner  - Toronto Canada - Canadian person with hemophilia infected with HIV from 

tainted factor concentrates.  His efforts, along with others, resulted in blue ribbon Justice Krever 

Commission that investigated the Canadian blood disaster.  He also sits on Canada’s Blood 

Services Board. 



American  Blood  
 

 5 

5. Carol Grayson  - The wife of a person with hemophilia; infected with HIV.  Carol is a leader in 

the struggle in the United Kingdom.  

6. Michael McCarthy  - Edmonton, Alberta.  Mr. McCarthy led the fight for compensation for all 

Canadians who were infected with HCV from blood and blood products. 

7. Charles Kozak  - A plaintiff’s attorney who has been a leader in litigation by individuals and 

groups in the hemophilia community against the manufacturers of factor concentrates.  He has an 

excellent historical perspective regarding what went wrong and why. 

 

Some Key Questions  

The complexity of the topic poses many questions, listed are a few that American Blood  will 

answer: 

 

1. Why was the growing problem of hepatitis transmission in the US blood supply allowed to 

continue for three decades? 

2. How did so many levels of the federal regulatory system fully fail to respond to the hepatitis 

and AIDS/blood epidemics? 

3. How did doctors fail to protect so many of their patients and ultimately testify against their 

patients in litigation against the manufacturers of factor concentrates? 

4. Almost 20 years later, why is the American Red Cross unable to clean up its blood collection 

and processing operations? ARC remains under a Federal District Court Consent Decree 14 

years after it was agreed upon by the FDA, ARC and the federal District Court. 

5. Why was the hemophilia community sacrificed to protect the global Immune- globulins IV 

marketplace? 

6. Why was no one held legally accountable in the United States? 

7. Why has the US blood system continued to allow paid donors? 
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The Committee of Ten Thousand  

 

The Committee of Ten Thousand (COTT) is a grass-roots, peer-led, 

education, advocacy and support organization for persons with HIV.  The 

majority of the constituency is persons with hemophilia who contracted 

HIV/AIDS and/or hepatitis C from tainted blood products.  COTT works in 

solidarity with all communities affected by the HIV/AIDS pandemic and 

advocates for disenfranchised chronic disease communities, especially 

those communities dependent on a safe national blood supply.  COTT is 

dedicated to the belief that persons with HIV/AIDS and all chronic 

diseases can lead productive and healthy lives. In the pursuit of our mission, COTT is committed 

to the following objectives: 
 

• To provide timely and credible HIV/AIDS treatment information. 

• To ensure a safe and available national blood supply through vigilant community 

advocacy and action. 

• To codify consumer/client participation at all levels of the federal medical regulatory 

structure, FDA, NIH, CDC, HCFA and Congress in the areas of product safety, standard 

of care & research, and health care financing. 

• To aggressively pursue resolution of economic & social justice for persons with 

hemophilia who were infected with HIV/AIDS in the 1980s 

• To be a voice of empowerment & advocacy for the hemophilia/AIDS community and 

other disenfranchised chronic disease communities by providing peer-led psycho/social 

programs rooted in personal and community empowerment. 

 

COTT is committed to working within the context of broad collaborative efforts and coalition 

building with a wide array of communities, agencies, organizations, and individuals who seek 

control over their own health care.  A central theme of COTT is the development and 

implementation of programmatic initiatives that illuminate an empowerment road map for the 

diverse communities impacted by HIV/AIDS and other chronic diseases/disorders. We believe 

that health is a right and not a privilege and seek to create a world where the health and well 

being of all peoples replaces profit as the priority.
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North Sea Films   

 
 
Chartered in 1994, North Sea Films, Inc., (NSF) is an entertainment 

development corporation.  NSF is lead by President and Founder, Dana 

Altman, grandson of legendary filmmaker Robert Altman.  The award 

winning company has produced six feature films, three network 

television specials, four documentaries and numerous commercials, 

corporate videos, and image campaigns.  NSF prides itself in its ability to 

navigate the production process, from beginning to end, professionally 

and skillfully.  In addition to continuing its commercial division, North Sea Films is currently in 

post-production on the feature film, Lovely, Still , starring Martin Landau and Ellen Burstyn and is 

in pre-production on two documentaries, American Blood  and The Oil Tree .!

 
Feature Films  
 Omaha (the movie) 
 Kolobos 
 The Private Public 
 Out of Omaha 
 Lovely, Still 
 Carpula 

 
Television  
 Ride On The Edge 
 Porch Light 
 Through the Window 

David Crosby & CPR: Through the Music 
 America’s Marine Aviators 
 Diggin’ In 
     The Track Pack 

 
Commercials
 
National                                                                  Regional  

Investment Centers of America                      First National Bank of Omaha 
 W.R. Case & Sons Cutlery                             Nebraska State Lottery

Godfather’s Pizza                                           West Virginia State Lottery 
 Weatherby Arms                                             St. Elizabeth Hospital 
 BlueCross/Blue Shield                                    Bluffs Run Casino 
 Union Pacific                                                   Devenu 

Smart Chicken                                                Omaha Chamber of Commerce 
  Logicalis                                                          Omaha Visitors Bureau 
 Miranda                                                           Nebraska Furniture Mart 
 Mid America Recycling Agency                      Metropolitan Utilities District 

ConAgra                                                          Bellevue University 
Berkshire Hathaway                                        Nebraska Department of Roads 
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Production Team  
 
Corey Dubin Ð Producer / Writer  

 

Corey Dubin joined the COTT Board in late 1992.  He was, at that time chair of the Santa Barbara 

County HIV/AIDS Ryan White Title II Consortia.  He served in that role for 5 years and was also 

appointed to the State of California State-wide Title II Working group.  In 1993 he was also 

appointed to the California Community Planning Working Group.  The CPWG was tasked to draft 

California’s HIV/AIDS Prevention Plan for the 1990’s. He served on that Group until 1999 and 

served as one of the Co-Chairs of the Working Group for one year.  Previous to the HIV/AIDS 

Hemophilia epidemic he was a successful radio and print journalist covering Latin America and 

US foreign Policy.  He served as KPFK, Pacifica Radio in Los Angeles, News & Public Affairs 

Director in the mid 1980’s. He also served as KPFK’s Program Director from 2000-2003.  He is 

the Executive Producer for Coyote Radio, a small independent radio news, documentary and 

features production collective.  From 1998 through 2004 he served as President of Phylrich 

International, a leader in the decorative plumbing industry.  He is a person with severe hemophilia 

who has three daughters and six grandchildren.  Dubin is a 23-year survivor of HIV and HCV, 

which he survives over 36 years. He and Faviana currently reside in Goleta California. 

 

 
Dana Altman Ð Producer / Director  

!

Dana Altman, grandson of legendary film director Robert Altman, began his motion picture career 

working on the set of Popeye in 1981.  Eight films and numerous television programs later, he 

has achieved great success with a thriving career in the entertainment business.  After graduating 

with a degree in Television and Film production from Wayne State College, Altman moved to Los 

Angeles where he began working with Propaganda Films and The Company in music video 

production.  Later moving to Universal Pictures, he worked for two years as an assistant to the 

producer on Columbo.  While vowing to continue working in the field of entertainment, Altman left 

Hollywood and returned to Omaha, Nebraska, to marry and raise a family in the Midwest.  

Altman, is founder and chairman of North Sea Films, Inc., an entertainment development 

production company now in its thirteenth year of operations.  North Sea Films, Inc. has produced 

six feature films, a number of documentaries and televised concert specials and directed many 

commercial spots and corporate pieces.  The company has also won many awards, producing 

two award-winning half-hour dramas on AIDS and AIDS awareness in conjunction with the Center 

for Disease Control (CDC). Altman served as executive producer for a PBS television  



American  Blood  
 

 9 

pilot and produced and directed David Crosby & CPR: Though the Music, a 90-minute Public 

Television program that aired in more than 90% of the country.  Altman is actively in pre-

production on the documentary The Oil Tree and in post-production on the feature film, Lovely, 

Still, while continuing his commercial work. 
 

Virgil Falloon Ð Producer  
!
!
Virgil Falloon is an attorney based in Nebraska specializing in mass tort/class action litigation 

against pharmaceutical and medical device manufacturers. He currently represents individuals 

who contracted Hepatitis C through the use of blood and blood products. Falloon graduated from 

Georgetown University (1977) and received his Juris Doctorate from the University of Nebraska 

College of Law (1982). Following law school, Falloon was a legal researcher for a human rights 

affiliate of the International Commission of Jurists and later become an associate editor for the 

Corporate Crime Reporter, a weekly national publication reporting on white collar, environmental, 

and corporate crime litigation. 

 

T.J. Freeman Ð Producer  / North Sea Films Development Director  

!

T.J. Freeman began his career in motion pictures during the summer of 2004 in Beverly Hills.  

There, Freeman served on the Tapestry Films development team reading and analyzing feature 

scripts, treatments, novels and short stories and providing Hollywood producers Robert Levy, 

Peter Abrams and Andrew Panay with coverage and recommendations.  In 2005, Freeman 

graduated from Creighton University with a BSBA in marketing and a co-major in history.  

Immediately after graduation, Freeman worked on Ameritrade’s corporate communications team 

during the TD Waterhouse and Ameritrade integration.  Freeman’s continued interest in the film 

industry eventually led him to Omaha-based producer-director Dana Altman, of North Sea Films, 

Inc.  Soon after completing coverage on a handful of scripts, Freeman found himself working full-

time for Altman as a production coordinator.  In addition to coordinating, he also serves as 

Development Director at North Sea Films; continuing the company’s commitment to the 

discovery, acquisition and development of quality creative properties.  Since his start at North 

Sea Films in May 2006, Freeman has coordinated a number of commercials and corporate image 

videos and has played an integral part in the development of two long-form documentary 

concepts. 
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Daniel E. Parr Ð Producer  

 

Dan Parr began his career in Duluth, MN in 1992 promoting the local music scene and producing 

theater.  In 1993 he was hired on Disney’s “Iron Will,” which was shot in his home-town.  It was 

then he decided to pursue a career in the entertainment industry and began coordinating local 

commercials until he was offered a finance position with Touchstone Pictures in Los Angeles.  

Parr worked his way up through the ranks of such studios as Walt Disney Pictures, Universal 

Pictures, Paramount Pictures, 20th Century Fox, and New Regency.  Parr is also one of the 

founders of Sky Pilot Theater Company in North Hollywood, which is still active today.  In addition 

to his work within the studio system, Parr has been a Production Accountant, Production 

Manager and Producer on various Independent projects. 

 

Dan Satorius Ð Production Legal  
 
 
Dan Satorius is an entertainment lawyer with broad experience in the entertainment industry. He 

has represented independent film and television producers, directors and writers for more than 25 

years. His clients include Academy Award, Independent Spirit, Sundance, Grammy, Emmy, and 

Peabody Award winning artists.  After graduating from film school and law school, Satorius 

produced award-winning documentaries and short films.  He frequently writes and speaks on 

entertainment law topics and was an adjunct professor of law at William Mitchell School of law. 

He serves as the Associate Editor of the Entertainment and Sports Lawyer.  Satorius is a Vice 

President of the Lommen Abdo Law Firm and Co-Chair of the Entertainment Law Department.  

His practice focuses on transactions, intellectual property, financing, and the representation of 

businesses and individuals. He has been selected as a “Super Lawyer” in Entertainment Law and 

is AV rated by Martindale-Hubbell (highest competency). 

 

Corey Hart Ð Editor  

!
Born in Rapid City, SD in 1974, Hart’s family moved to San Diego when he was ten.  After several 

years of exploring his many interests, including pursuing an education at South Dakota State 

University’s mechanical engineering program, aviation, and filmmaking, Hart decided that his 

personality and talents would lend themselves well to the world of editing.  In 2003 he founded 

NoCoast Post & Graphics, Inc. in association with North Sea Films.  Self-taught and influenced by 

the works of Coppola, Lucas, Stone, Lynch, Hopper, and chiefly by the wisdom of Walter Murch, 

Hart has developed his own unique style.  Hart offers a superb creative and editorial eye and 

years of experience having edited national and local commercials, industrial projects, city image 

campaigns, films, and television programming. 


